NFW FI.'\MPSHJRE UMIUN LEADER, Tuesday, Jan, 15 2007 .
i ————

. P.!geﬂ'l

Are ‘Friends of Bill’ friends of Hill?

+Smart politics:
Maintaining close ties in
early primary states is
important.

By HOLLY RAMER
antl MIKE GL{JVER

CONCORD — Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton didn't seveal
whether she plans to mn for
President when she called Anita
Freedman a few weeks ago

“I didn’t give her a chanc
1 Freedman, 79, who displays
p!rlll]t‘b of the Clintons all over

her Portsmotth home. "As soon
\‘n(l ‘Hi, this is Hillary
' 1 said, 'Oh, great! Tell

me \»!11[ we need to do.
s after leaving office,

. linton still has plenty
of friends in New Hampshire
aud lowa, the states that tradi-
t launch the Presidential
u(JIllInn]luf_,'|r1uLL‘~.s

And, many of the folks known
as "Friends of Bill" count them-
“Friends of Hill," as
well Some, like Freedman, a
Democratic national commit-
teewoman regarded by many as
one of the matriarchs of the New
Hampshire party, are eager to
rekindie the flame

(thers, though, remain unde-
cided on the 2008 race or have
gravitated toward other candi-
dates. It remains to be seen how
much of her husband's network
of supporters Mrs. Clinton, now
a New York senator, can resur-
rect or what role th ould play
if she decides to get into the race,
as expected

Over the ye since then-Ar-
kansas Gov. Bill Clinton dubbed
himself “the comeback kid" for
surviving a personal scandal to
finish second in the 1992 New
Hampshire primary, the Clin-
tons have not forgotten local
Demaocratic activists who helped
them at that critical juncture.

Time and again they have
reac out to those same ac

Juii B
Selves as

tivists and others in early voting

states, inviting them to White
House events, appointing them
to administration posts, and
generally remembering them on
holidays, birthdays and at im-
portant moments in their lives,
When Freedman's husband
was dying in 1995, a White
House staffer called almost daily
to check on him and President
Clinton phoned the hospital,
And, when her daughter died
two years ago, both Bill and Hill-
ary Clinton called Freedman,
"Ttn y have been very nice to
me,” Freedman said. "1 worked
very hard for him, 1 liked every-
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Then Democratic Presidential hopeful Bill Clinton hugs his wife Hillary at Clinton’s election night
party at the Merrimack Inn in Merrimack in this Feb. 18, 1992, photo. While not all the activists
who labored for Bill Clinton will return for another Clinton campaign — namely, Hillary's — many

remain friendly and helpful.

thing he stood for, and still do.”

Surviving  the close-quar-
ters combat of a Presidential
campaign in early voting states
like Towa and New Hampshire,

where one-on-one retail politics

is the game, undoubtedly forges
personal bonds. But maintaining
and strengthening those bonds
is also smart politics, and both
Clintons are superh players.

Though Ionwa Sen. Tom Har-
kin's bid for the 1992 nomina-
tion gave Bill Clinton and other
Democrats an excuse to skip
past the state, he later spent con-
siderable time there as President
and went well 'out of his way to
build ties with key players.

Joe O'Hem, for example, was
a veteran Democratic staffer
comfortably ensconced as the
lowa Legislature’s House clerk
until Republicans seized control
of the chamber in 1994, tossing
him out of work. He landed on
his feet as the Clinton adminis-
tration’s regional administrator
for the Department of Housing
and Urban Development in Kan-
sas City.

“There are a lot of people in
this state who have very fond
memoties of the Clinton Presi-

~dency,” said O'Hern, who now

heads the lowa Partnership Of

fice for Fannie Mae, “When you
have an eight-year term of a
Demaocratic President the num-
ber of peaple who touch that ac-
tivity is quite large.”

There's little doubt that aura
extends to Hillary Clinton,
O'Herm said.

Bonnie Campbell is a for-
mer lowa attomey general who
was named to run the Vislence
Against Women office in the De-
partment of Justice after losing a
bid for governor in 1994, a post
that allowed her to travel often
with Hillary Clinton

“I got a chance to watch her
operate on both a national and
international level,” said Camp-
bell. “She's pretty dazzling "

While nostalgia and personal
ties may play to Sen. Clinton's
a:.h-:miag',r:. Democrats  stress
that it's the quality of the candi-
date herself that's earned their
support
ncy  Richards-Stower, a
New Hampshire attorney, said
she'll work just as hard for Sen
Clinton as she did for Clinton's
husband,

Richards-Stower recalled her
first meeting with Mrs. Clintonat
a restaurant where her husband
was anaking his first campaign
appearance in New Hampshire.

“she saic

As they climbed a staircase, Mrs
Clinton mentioned how eager
she was to campaign for her hus
band.

“Mrs. Clinton, forgive me,
but you've not done a New
Hampshire campaign before,”
Richards-Stower told her, “The

peaple you need to get aboard’

the campaign are going to want
to spend time with your hus
band, not you.”

Clinton responded by pinch-
ing a sizable section of her own
hand.

“Nancy, my skin is this thick,”
“If you think that |
shouldn't do an event, 1'd like
you to tell me.”

“Of course, the very first event
she did was a sellout crowd,”
Richards-Stower  said, laugh-
ing at how much she underesti-
mated the wife who would like 1o
become the nation’s first female
President

“H Bill Clinton died tomorrow,
would Hillary still win? Abso-
lutely,” she said. “That's how we
were introduced to Hillary; but
that's not why we're supporting
her.’

While not all the activists who
labored for Bill Clinton will re
14m for another Clinton cams
paign, many remain friendly and

“If Bill Clinton
died tomorrouw,
would Hillary
still win?
Absolutely. That's
how we were
introduced to
Hillary, but that's
not why we're
supporting her.”
NANCY RICHARDS-STOWER

a New Hampshire atlomey

helphul.
Des Moines lawyer Jerry Craw
ford, for 9\1|np!‘ who hea 1vrl

both Bill camy in
lowa, is backing lowa Gov. Tom
Vilsack this time, though he's

spoken with Sen. Clinton's ad-
visers to offer his thoughts.

“1 have nothing but res
and admiration for Sen. Clinto
and she is going 1o be a foree in
the Towa caucuses,”
ford. “It's a pretty interesting dy
II||1]1]I
without st't.lt!p, i H_:ll]lhx where
both halves enjoy their own
base.”

New Hampshire Democratic
Party Chairwoman Kathy Sulli-
van points out that her state has
changed considerably since the
Clintons first campaigned there.

The current top five Demo-
eratsin the - OVETNOT, twWo
members of Congress, the state
Senate president and  House
speaker — were not politicaily
active in 1992, Sullivan said.

“If I'm a Presidential candi-
date, those are the five people I'd
nt (o be talking to,” she said
“So 1 think you can't rely on the
old friendships, especially be
cause among those ald friends,
a number of them have become
removed over the years from
politics.”

Former Keene mayor Pal Rus-
sell now serves on the state Li
quor Commission, Though she
had the same first impression of
both Clintons — bright, sophis-
ticated and moving in the right
direction — she hasn't made up
her mind about 2008, And she
worries about re-igniting the
ethics and personal turbulence
of the later years of the Clinton
administration.

“From my gut, T just don't
know,” she said. “T don't wani
all that stuff to be brought up
against her. I'm just afraid the
press is going to nail her. 1 know
that sounds like a mother, but |
am a mother.”
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