2004

23,

SDAY, NOVEMEER

TUE

QOSTON HERALD

(s}

1&A not o

By DAVID WERER

Travelers passing
through Logan Interns
tional Airport this holiday
may find that their priviate
areas aren’l so private any
more when it comes to pat-
down searches at security
checkpoints,

Transportation Safety
Administration officials say
increased  concerns abom
bombs being hidden on a
person's body reguice moe
iitensive  tarso searches,
and  women's breasts and
the genital and bultocks re
giuns of both se are not
of-lmits.

Women, oo, face hands-on security

“We really need our pas-
senpers o be our partne
and o think about
they're wearing and
they're packing,
MNortheast Security Director
Georpe Naccara said vester-
day.

He said people wearing
bulky clothes such as heavy
swealers could find them-
selves tagged for a thorough
pat-down search. Freguent
icrs alvemdy may be L
iar with the ity
tice, which w

wht
what

iplement-

LLogan screeners

keep us

abreast

ol stfler regs

How amany Dweasts st
be fondled to keep the (ying
public safe?

That's the povermiment’s
new  anti terror dilemma.
But afl we know Tor sure is
that airport screeners are
tens of thousands of breasts
down — as in patted down
— and tens of millions to go.
Mot to mention  yet-to-he
patted  passenper derrieres
aned penitals.

Yes, belicve it or not,
these are the new Transpor-
tation Security
Administration
rules, turning
Thanksgiving  air-
port travel into a
sort of  groping
Russian roulette,

No wonder the
ranks ol screeners,
for the first time in

patted down Friday, despite
wearing spandex. Also pat-
ted: her S-year-old son. This
happened as scores of pas-
sengers strolled by, some
leering, some smirking,
sume making smart remarks,
Hid .‘;]'I‘.' was l'li'l“i"g IIU”]L‘
from Orlando,

Keepan said screeners
told her to stand on a mat
with “maybe 212 feet apart,
then o hold your hands oot
alms up ... 1 had
my son, “lThey're
guing to touch
vour privates.'
And inoa sense |
felt if 1 complained
I'd be un-Ameri-
can.”
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Mancy Ri-
chards-Stower  of
Seituate, “All of a
sudden 1 heard, T

¢
4

momy sl | Mangory (R b tag e
scary .. A0 EAGAN when | touch your

s MI'T engincer

Sommer Gentry. She's 27
and has been “patted down™
so intimately so many times
(o you think 27 aml very
attractive hav wihing to
do with it7), shie's all but giv-
en up fying and “started

b

taking Amtrak”
Say Gentry aml several
other female prop-ves, its

often an enthusiastic male
screener who volunteers o
his arduons task. At
least Genlry knew enough to
demand a woman, as federal
baw atlows, Yet on one Bight
two teenage prop-ees-to-he,
right  behind  her,  vither
dido't know or dide't dare
object 1o the male screener
who sidled up beside them.
(Do you think 17 and very
attractive had anything to do
with it?)

"I is creepy,” says Laura
Keegan of Kingston, another
(surely a conincidence)
good-looking  30-something

breast.’ And  she
Gt least she got a girl) pat-
ted all over each breast, |
can't tell you how hum
ing it was”
A former Clinton caimn-
paipn worker on her way to
his Arkansas library open-
ing, Richards-Stower shout
ed, "1 hate Asheroft,” refer-
ring o the  soun-to-be-
former attorney general,
throughout her ordeal, als
belore ather passenge
Fhe Lnw allows you a pri-
vate groping room, though
i was known neither by
Keegan nor Richards-
Stower, who, 33, is that
e ndddle propee,
But she's extraordinarily
well-preserved.
The commuon

denomina-

tor among  these women?
Underwire  bras, (ypically
worn by bipper  breasted

waonmen. They tip the metal
detector. The guestion for
today: Which guatantees a

eidd in September after two
Chechen women allegedly
smugpled bombs onto Rus-
sian airliners in August.
Naccara said the second
ary searches are conducted
by TSA employees of the
same sex as the traveler,
and travelers may request
they be taken 1o a separate
room,

Naccara said travelers can
deer the probability ol a
rcomdary search by wear-
ing form-ftting clothes that
could not conceal a bomb.

5

spukeswoman Ann
vidd travelers alse can
help avoid long lines by cut-
ting back on the amount of
metal jewelry and other me-
tal objects such as large belt
buckles or pants with metal
studs,

“We want peaple to know
what to expect,” Davis said,
adding thal security officers
who conduct the more in-
ive secondary searches
s been traimed (o tell the
passengers where they plan
to search before they do it

~-limits for TSA

Al coats, even sport coats
and blazers, must be re-
moved when passing
thromgh  the  checkpuints,
and  passengers should  be
prepared to remove  their
shoe

Naccara said the number
of passengers at Logan has
been inere ¢ steadily by
15 percent to 20 percent per
month this year compared
o 2003, while still L
belind pre-9/11 levels,

e predicted Sunday will
be the busiest travel day this
week at the airport and sug-
pested travelers add at leist
30 minutes to their usual
preflight arrival time.

‘It is creepy.
palms up

o had o ote
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(you) hold your hands out with your
I my son, ““They’re going to

touch your privates.” And in a sense [ felt il | complained
I'd be un-American.’ LAURA KEEGAN, ABOVE, ON FRISKY TSA

Faster pat-down, any ol me-
tal detector beep, or the big-
bieast beep?

Gentry said she has no
idea, "But 1 do have Targe
bre iy

The I'SA insists, anecdo-
til evidence aside, its newly
empowered screeners

tmostly male) are not focus-
g unfaitly on good-look-
g, Bip-breasted  women,

ape 15 to 40 or 53, if holding
up well, “Hut we have given
screencrs a little more

leeway o utilize those pat-

downs,” says the TSA's Ann
Davi

11 say, says Richards-
Stower.

Yet what do we make of
the fact that yet another
good-looking  30-something
— the TSA’s own faming
redhicad Davis, traveling in-
coptito — was patted down
four times in one week?

Meedless
ted to ridicule of the -
now  known as the

amuong wisecrackers guipping
about  post-pat-down cipa-
rettes and heading out to Lo-
pan il one is feeling lonely,
Earl Zalin of New Hampshire
suggests holiday lines might
move faster “if we just all
turn around and frisk each
other” Certainly we  don't
find such Jevity helplul.

Muargery Fugan's radio
show airs at noon weekduys
and 9 a.ne Saturday on 96,9
FM Talk,

3 killed
on jet

sent to
pick up
ex-prez

HOUSTON — A pri-
vate jet en rotte o
Houston 1o pick up
former President Bush
clipped a light  pole
and erashed yesterday
as it approached
Huhby Airport in thick
fog, killing all three
people aboard.

The Gulfstream G-
594 jet went down
aboul 6:05 aan. in an

vndeveloped  area 1V2
miles south of the air-
port, officials said.

The lormer presi-
dent had been sched-
uled 1o travel to FEcua-
dor for a conference.

“I was deeply sad-
dened Lo learn of the
plane crash this morn-
ing,”" Hush said
throvgh spokesman
Tom Frechette,

"I Mown with this
proup hefore and
know them well. 1 join
in sending  heartfel
condolences to cach
and every member of
their fmilies."

The names ol the
three crew  members
were not immediately
released.

The Mational Trans-
partation Salety Board
3 the “black box”
Might  data  recorder
and the cockpit voice
recorder had been re-
covered, and appeared
to be in good enough
shiape to read the data.

Mark Rosenker, the
NTSIs vice chainman,
said the apency would
examnine o number of
factors, including the
aircraft’s condition,
what the pilots were
duoing and the weather.

“We are treating
this at this moment
a transportation ac
dent. We hove no rea-
son o believe it is
anything  other than
that," Rosenker said,

Roger Smith, a
spokesman for the
Houston Adrport Sys-
tem,  said  the  pilot
didn't indicate any
problem, and the land-
fng was routine until
caommunications
abruptly stopped,

Dense fog blankeled
must of the area,

A spokesiman said it
had two male  pilots
ard o female fhght at-
tendant aboard.
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