A pohtlcal resurrectlon

Once bitterly scorned, Carter returns as party statesman

By Adam Pertman
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NEW YORK - When !lmmv
Cm;_r left the White House more than
a decade ago, many Democrats were
angry, [rustrated and critical of him
and his performance in office. Perhaps
more than anything, they were embar-
rassed.

Last night, the most popular for-
mer president in the United States
stepped up to the p(}(luun in Madison
Square Garden, where he was nomi-
nated in 1976 and renominated in 1980,
He received an enthusiastic, sustained
standing ovation.

“There is life after the White
House,” Carter told the crowd in Madi-
son Square Garden, beaming the smile
that once lingered in some memories
as his most enduring characteristic.
But it turned out not to be.

Instead, polls and interviews indi-
cate that many Americans in both par-
ties, and a majority of Democrats, now
recall the Georgian's stewardship of
this country fondly. And that they now

view a man they once considered inept
i ] thoughtful

and decent.
“I can't tell you how glad | am he's

speaking tonight." said Naney Rich-
ards-Stower, a delegate from Merri-
mack, N.H., who described herself as a
liberal who did not particularly care for
Carter during his four yvears in the
Oval Office.

“It gives us a chance to thank him
for the honor he brought to the presi-
dency and to the post-presidency,”
Richards-Stower added in an inter-
view, “Ronald Reagan went to Japan
and made $2 million for himself; Jim-
my Carter worked in this country and
raised $2 million for homeless peaple.”

Several polls during the last couple
of vears have found Carler rising in
the public’s view, inc g a Gallup
survey in which Carter's favarability
rating was 74 percent to t,urairi R.
Ford's 68 percent, Ronald Reagan's 5
parcent d M. Nixon
percent.
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