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Inventor-turned-lawyer Robert Rines pioneered patent protection

By ANN E. MARIMOW
Monitor staff

s a young camper
Robert Rines was dis-
satisfied with the limi-
tations of his jackknife,
certaln it could be
improved with the addition of a fork
and spooa.

But when Rines accompanied his
father, a patent attorney, to the
patent office, he discovered he was
not the Erst to think up the improve-
ments. And while the experience
termnporarily dampened the young
boy’s spuits, it was only the begin-
ning of Rines’s passion for inven-
tian, wh'ch later included advance-
ments in radar and sonar.

Joiniag his father’s Boston
patent law practice in the 1950s,
Rines azain became dissatisfied,
this tim= with the court system. As
an intermational trial lawyer, Rines
said the prominent inventors he
represe nted were thwarted by
courts’ resistance to special patent
protections consid bad for com-
petition.

“There's no sense in inventing
anything if you don't have a patent

company. People will steal it and
there’s no incentive,” Rines said.

“1'd had enough with the courts.
They were dinosaurs, and [ believed they were
never going to change unless there was a revo-
Jution,” Rine§ said.

Rather than start a revolution, Rines was
inspired to his next invention - the i
Pierce Law Center in Concord - the state’s only

C Robert Rines
law school and the first in the country to'spe-
cialize In the law of patents, trademarks and (above) started
copyr.ghts. a natlo'nally
rom its first year in a barn in 1973, Rines's recognized law
little law school on a mountaintop would even- school in a
tually become one of the country’s top institu- spot where a
tions to study intellectual property law, outrank- dairy far
ing Harvard, Stanford and Columbia, yiarm
A iawyer, physicist, author, composer, educa- once stood.
tor, Loch Ness donster investigator and inven-
tor, Rines wanted to create a different law
schoul, a place that could defy the legal system.
He imagined patent disputes could be settled in
a less expensive “court” made up of experts
who understood both the law and tcchnolo%r
“J didn’t know the word mediation then, but [ Top Phota:
called it dispute resolution. If people had a KEN wiLLIAMS
gatent dispute which was technical, it didn't Munitor staft
elong in the courts.” Rines said. ’
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- R’NES Continued from Page A-1

Law and technology

Rines's background is key to

_understanding his ingenious inven-

tions. He altended public schools in
Brookline, Mass,, and was accepted
al the Massachuselts Institute of
Technology at age 15, He laler
graduated from Georgelown Law
School.

II[is father, a Russian immigrant,
paid his way through Harvard,
where he studied math and
physics. He later worked as an
astronomer and as a palenl lnwyer
for MIT. Rines's mother was one of
the first Jewish women lawyers in
Boston, and she inspired his father
to combine his science background
with the Law, :

From his Harvard days, Rines's
&Ihcr had close conneclions with

¢ country's great physicists, It
was a Hamﬁlwfezsgr's inven-
tion of the quartz timing unit used
in watches, radios and televisions,

nized there for his later inventions
in sonar, used in finding the Titanic
and in medical ultrasound imaging.

Looking back, Rines recalls dis-
cussing his thesis theories with
professors in the radiation labora-
tories at MIT. He was never credit-
ed in their reports, but naturally

Rines had filed with the patent -

office. - .
“Everybody had a bit of an ego,

and I kind of resented in my later

years that people didn't come for-

“ward and say 'Hey we got the jdea

from this student, Bob Rines." But
of course when they did study the
patent literature they foun
who had done it,” Rines sald,
chuckling. |, - e g

" Birth of a law school

Initially, Rines hoped to start his
law school at MIT, but the president

there wasn'l interested in starting a
specialized law school. Next came

out”

were downsizing. With the help of
his wife, Carol, and her parents,
they scraped and painted second-
hand furniture.

When current law center Presi-
dent Robert Viles was hired from
the University of Kenlucky as an
associate dean, Rines promised if
the school didn't work out Viles
would still be paid and have help
finding another job, :

The first four faculty members
and [rst class of students were per-
sonally interviewed by Viles and
Rines. The students were an eclec-
tic group - a handful of scientists
and doctors, some students looking
for a non-lraditional legal educa-
tion, and others who had been
turned down by traditional schools.

One of the seven women in the
first class, N HRichards-Stower
had studied science, technology

.and public pelicy in college. She

was Intrigued by the innovative
approach to law and the experi-
ment of a new school, - . f
-« Faculty meetings were more like
town meetings, as students and fac-
ulty worked collaboratively on
school policies, curriculum and hir-
ing, Richards-Stower said.

“Everybody felt part of the spirit
of it . . . We became fast friends.”
Hines said.

Some students grew vegetables
on school property. Rines and his
wile lived in the farmhouse, his in-
laws lived in an apartment inside
the law school building, and one
student camped outside in a tent.”

For the most part, Richards-
Stower said, “We were mnisfits who
decided to go tw Jaw school. There
was a bit of a counter-culture feei-
ing.”

Rines's mission, however, was
clear from the start. In the inau-
gural year he agreed to house the
Patent, Trademark and Copyright
Research Foundation at Franlkin
Pierce. ' Mustrative of the initial
disrepute of the patent system,
Rines said no other law school
was interested in an affilialien
with the research center that was
also unwanted by its previous
host, the George Washington Law
Center.

Bul that dide’t malter to Rines.
In the first few weeks of school his
academy organized a conference
attended by representatives from
the BEuropean Community, lawyers,
engineers, and his MIT colleagues.

-They gathered at the State House

to discuss the formation of a Euro-
pean patent system. The confer-
ence served as the first issue of the
research foundation's law journal.
“He was 50 far ahead of his time.

.". . In this funky farmhouse up on

a mountaintop in Concord, New
Hampshire, we had all these Euro-
E:;;an represeintatives. We didn't

ow what the hell we had . . . new
treaties, new ways of doing interna-
tional business without borders,”

. Richards-Stower recalled.

“He was always clear if you don't
shore up respect for the patent sys-
tem, there will be no more innova-
tion in the (United States) and

.America will lose its political

power,” she said. . ;
Hines's connections in business,
science and the international com-
munity were & boon to the young
school, both financially and acade-

" mically. One longtime friend, Fran-

cis Davis, the inventor of power
steering, donated $500,000 for the
center's research and buildings.
Speaking to the first-year students,
Davis described his strupgles to
persuade the automobile industry
to adopt his invention.

“I sincercly hope thal your
efforts will result in making the
oath of the American innovator of
the future casier and rewarding,”
Davis said. .

"By 1977, the law center had
moved to its current location adja-
cent to White Park. That year the
school formally separated from
Franklin Pierce College and
received its own degree-conferring
Bzwer from the Legislature. Rines

scame the school’s {irst president;
Viles became the dean and treasur-
er.

Early successes
Rines and his colleagues did
more than tallk about shoring up
the patent syslem. The law cenler’s
eariy research led to testimony
before Congress about the federal
courls’ hostility and inconsistency
in dealing with patents. For 20
years it was impossible to sustain a
patent in SL. Louis, Mo., Rines said.
In Massachusells, there was only a
20 percent chance of upholding a

patent. s
In the mid-1980s, Congress look
away jurisdiction over patents from
the country's fcderal courts of
appeal. The law cenler’s research

resulted in the establishment of a
separate court of appeals in Wash-
ington, D.C., to oversee patent dis-
putes. 2 . .

The court is comprised of regu-
lar judges, patent law judges, engi-
neer and chemist law clerks, and
Franklin Pierce students oflten
intern there. Rines said today
about 60 percent of patents are pro-
tected by the court.

Finances were unstable in the
early years of the law center and al
times the school had to take out
loans to pay salaries. But neither
faculty nor students had any idea
how close they were to the edge,
Rines said.

According to Richards-Stower,
who later joined her mentor’s
patent law practice and was his

artner until 1985, that was
use they believed in Hines's
determination. '
~ “Bob's motto is ‘Don't tell me
why I can't do it — show me how I
can,’ " she said. “He helieved there
was always an answer to a problem
or an obstacle. There was always a
way to make it work.”

Perhaps Rines’s greatest legacy
at the law center, the master of
intellectual property degree, arose
after his 1905 Lrip to China to help
launch that country's patent sys-
tem. There he and his colleagues
saw an opportunity to offer a spe-
cial course to train patent adminis-
trators in other countries in con-
tracts and trade secrets. The next
year the school started its one-year
master's program. )

A decade later, Franklin Pierce
has consistently been ranked

. among the top intellectual property

law schools in the country by U.S.
News & World Hepori and has
attracled international attenlion.
For the last three years it has been
ranked No. 1 and boasls the largest
full-time intellectual property facul-
ty.
4 This year's graduating class of
more than 200 juris doctor deprees
and master’s degrees came from a
record 32 countries,

“We are the little law school that
could,"” said Professor William Mur-
phy, speaking to this year’s gradu-
ating class. ‘ :

- “Who would have thought a
small school like (Franklin Pierce
Law Center) could outrank Colum-

bia, Stanford aud Havaed i inlel-

lectual property?” he said.

For Professor Tom Field, the law
school has not changed dramatical-
ly since he was first hired in the
spring of 1973.

“The spint is as much here as it
ever was,” he said, “We've always
emphasized the more practical
down-to-earth kinds of things, but

.thal's not to say . . . sometimes we

don't sit around and think grand
thoughts. . . . It's always been a
mix,” he said.

Beyond Franklin Pierce

Beyond Rines's fame as an
invenlor and founder of Franklin
Pierce Law Center is his longlime

uest to document his sighting of

e monster of Loch Ness, Scot-
land, in 1972, The subject of a Nova
documentary this year, Rines has
used somar technology to launch
numerous expeditions to search for
evidence of the monster’s exis-
tence.

This summer Rines returns to
the loch to Install a permanent
underwater station cqui'fped with a
new lighting system and a comput-
er an shore that will signal Boston
and Concord if there is any activity.
His youngest son, Justice, who Is
also an inventor, will be the site
manapger.

Tines, 76, retired as president of
the law center in 1892 and stepped
down from the board of trustees
two years ago. These days, in addi-
tion to composing for ballets and
musicals, commuting between his
law offices in Boston and Concord,
teaching a course at MIT, and look-
ing for “Nessie,” Rines has
returned his allenton to an carlicr
invention.

Al the Academy of Applied Sci-
ences he is now encouraging youny
scientists and showing them how
the legal system can protecl cre-
alivity and invention,

“The academy is not a Lraining
center, the academy is‘a cat.n]yst,"
he said. “(Franklin Pierce) is 25
years old, and I'm an Inventor and &
creator not someone who wants to
do the day-to-day. . . . It ceases to
be fun,” Rines said. .

“(The law center) is doing a
prodigious job and now [ have to do
something to let the academy have
its day in the sun,” he said.

{Ann Marimow can be reached at
224-5301, ext. 322, or by e-mail at
amarimow@cmaonitor.com.}

: > an invitation from the president of
that kept the younger Rines busy in - yyunidin pierce Collcgg in Rindge
Fﬁ%““ in the late 1940s and early o gpart the school there as a finan-

For a lbnited time manufactur- ;.‘;l:t}; %dﬁ‘?:gﬁ? tu;fﬁd;:ots (ﬁg
crs are allowed Lo keep patents to gromise . o .
themselves and work without com- ] didn’t want to be a law school
petition. Or they can license thelr  gor a1 law that fit into the bar asso-
invention to other people. Butwhen  ciation and court system, but this
Rines joined the fum some people  yus5 better than nothing, and I had
were siealing the professor's Inven-  the chance to start it with a special-
tion without a license. . . tyin patents and in technology and

My job was to be the trial 3" Rines said. S
lawyer to make people take licens- With financial backing from sci-
es and bffi‘-‘%"e themselves on those  enists, educators and other profes-
palents,” Rines said. . sionals from the interdisciplinary

Itines also had his own experi- Academy of Applied Science -
ence with the power of patent pro-  apother Rines invention - he
tection. AL MIT his scnior thesis opened the law center the following
explored sending voice and other  year in a barn on Mountain Road in
information  via light signals  Toncord with nearly 100 students,
instead of wires. After the bombing Belore the law school could
of Pearl Harbor Lhat year, seniors open, Rines needed at Jeast tem-
had to take a crash course in  porary approval from the Legisla-
microwave radar and were gradu-  ture and the American Bar Associ-
ated eacly, ation, At the time, there were [ew

Rines was assigned to help the  schools that taught even one
British with their radar defenses  course in intellectual property law,
against German aircraft, and when  and for that reason Rines believed
he grew tired of being bombed his approach to teaching law was
every night, he decided to test his  accepted. It posed no threat Lo
senior thesis theories with radar  existing institutions - and nobody
The result - Rines calls lucky - was  believed it would survive, he said,
unpmw::d radar imaging, The East Concord location -

But it was not until the Gulf War  once a bull farm - had alse housed
that his patents were used toimple-  Pierce Coilege for women. Dormi-
ment high-definition radar Imaging.  tory rooms were converted into
For tiat reason Rines was inducted ~ study carrels, and the library was
into the National Inventors Hall of  filled with books donated from the
Fame in 1994. He was also recog-  Supreme Court and companies that
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