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Heather A͘ �hernisŬe
The Public Sector/Public Interest Law Award is presented to a member of the Bar, or an 
organization employing eligible members, with at least five years of service in govern-
ment, military, law enforcement, or public interest law services (including prosecution, 
public defense, legal advocacy in low-income communities, or for individuals with dis-
abilities at a nonprofit organization�, or at another nonprofit organization.

 Heather Cherniske is an assistant United States attorney for 
the District of New Hampshire. A New Jersey native, she moved 
to New Hampshire to attend the University of New Hampshire 
Franklin Pierce School of Law.
 After graduating, Cherniske served as a law clerk at the Rock-
ingham County Superior Court. She then worked as an assistant 
city prosecutor for the City of Concord before joining the New 
Hampshire Attorney General’s Office, where she prosecuted and 
investigated Medicaid fraud, public integrity offenses, drug distri-
bution cases, and homicides. 
 She later served with the New Hampshire Department of 
Employment Security, prosecuting unemployment fraud cases for 
three years.
 In addition to her public service work, Cherniske has served in various roles on the 
New Hampshire Bar Association Board of Governors and actively volunteers at the law 
school.

NancǇ ZicharĚsͲ^tower
This award is presented by the NHBA Gender Equality Committee honoring Judge Holl-
man’s efforts as a stalwart advocate for gender equality in the legal system. ,t is awarded 
to the recipient who has taken initiative in matters of gender equality and has been a role 
model exhibiting dedication to promoting respect and fair treatment toward all members of 
the Mudicial system. 

 Nancy Richards-Stower is an employee rights attorney who 
has practiced for nearly five decades. She is a graduate of the inau-
gural class of Franklin Pierce Law Center, now the University of 
New Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of Law.
 After early work in Washington, DC, including on Capitol Hill 
and with a civil rights litigation firm, Richards-Stower returned to 
New Hampshire, where she was appointed to the New Hampshire 
Commission for Human Rights. She later opened a solo employee 
rights practice in Merrimack in 1988, which she operated for more 
than 30 years. She continues to practice remotely from Maine.
 Richards-Stower is a founding member of the New Hamp-
shire chapter of the National Employment Lawyers Association, 
which she established in 1993. In 2003, she became the first woman from New Hamp-
shire inducted into the College of Labor and Employment Lawyers. In 2015, she received 
the Granite State Advocate Award from the New Hampshire Association for Justice.
 A member of the New Hampshire and Massachusetts bars, Richards-Stower present-
ed on discrimination law at the New Hampshire Bar Association’s Annual Employment 
Law Updates for 22 consecutive years. She is also the inventor of the online litigation 
settlement tool TrytoSettle.com®.

PÙ�Ý®��Äã͛Ý Aó�Ù�Ý
sicŬie D͘ Bunnell AwarĚ for �ommunitǇ ^erǀice �istinŐuisheĚ ^erǀice to the Public AwarĚ

:ames P͘  �owles 
7his award was instituted in ���� to honor the memory of Vickie M. Bunnell �³A Country 
Lawyer´� and to applaud the community spirit that is a hallmark of our profession. ,t is 
presented to an attorney from a small firm �four or fewer attorneys� who has e[hibited dedi-
cation and devotion to community by the giving of their time and talents, legal or otherwise.

 James Cowles is a partner at Walker & Varney, PC, in Wolfe-
boro, where he maintains a broad general practice. His work in-
cludes civil litigation, family law, criminal and DUI/DWI defense, 
personal injury, civil rights, probate matters, and real estate and 
conservation easements.
 He received his BS, magna cum laude, in environmental con-
servation from the University of New Hampshire (2004) and his 
JD from Vermont Law School (2008), where he also completed 
coursework toward an MSEL.
 Before entering the legal field, Cowles worked as a commu-
nity organizer. He began his legal career with the New Hampshire 
Public Defender in Laconia. He remains deeply active in his com-
munity, currently serving as board chair of the Makers Mill in Wolfeboro and as town 
moderator for Brookfield. He is also participating in the NHBA Civics and Law Outreach 
Program’s Street Law initiative, partnering with a Brewster Academy history teacher 
throughout the 2025–2026 school year to engage students in civics education.
 Cowles completed the NHBA Leadership Academy in 2015. His past service in-
cludes nine years on the board of The Nick in Wolfeboro; nearly seven years on the 
board of the Appalachian Mountain Teen Project; nine years on the Carroll County Bar 
Association board; and more than a decade volunteering at Moose Mountains Regional 
Greenways’ annual Woods, Water, and Wildlife Festival.
 He is a member of the New Hampshire Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
(NHACDL) and the New Hampshire Association for Justice (NHAJ). He has served mul-
tiple times as faculty for the NHAJ Trial Academy and has presented at an NHACDL 
DUI/DWI seminar. He also volunteers with the DOVE Project, representing victims of 
domestic violence, and with Veterans Legal Justice, assisting service members, veterans, 
and their families.

AnĚru H͘ solinsŬǇ
This award is presented to the nominee who best exhibits service to the public on 
behalf of the administration of Mustice.

 Andru Volinsky is currently “flunking retirement” by publish-
ing his first book, The Last Bake Sale, writing a weekly Substack 
column on education, tax policy, and politics, and continuing to 
litigate school funding cases.
 After graduating from the George Washington School of Law 
– with few honors but one jury trial under his belt – Volinsky began 
a lifelong effort to defend against the death penalty as a young in-
structor at the University of Tennessee School of Law. In just two 
years, he and a fellow instructor defended three capital cases with 
the help of law students and whatever resources they could gather 
from the university community.
 Volinsky moved to New Hampshire after the birth of his first 
child and after his wife Amy was laid off during federal cuts to the Legal Services Cor-
poration. He joined the New Hampshire Public Defender in Manchester, where he tried 
serious felony and murder cases. His prior experience with capital litigation was not 
widely known at the time, and local prosecutors underestimated the “rookie.”
 By 1985, Volinsky had transitioned to private practice – first in Manchester, then in 
Concord, and later with a regional firm with offices in Manchester and Portland. While 
building a civil litigation practice, he continued to handle death penalty cases as pro bono 
counsel. One case, Gray v. Mississippi, brought him before the United States Supreme 
Court before he turned 30. Another case lasted three decades and resulted in the commu-
tation of his client’s death sentence just five hours before the scheduled execution.
 In addition to his death penalty work, Volinsky served as legal counsel for the New 
Hampshire ACLU in the 1990s and was lead counsel to the plaintiffs in the Claremont 
school funding litigation for roughly two decades. Although the resulting reforms were 
never fully implemented, the team of volunteer lawyers that Volinsky led secured a land-
mark ruling from the New Hampshire Supreme Court holding that the state’s school 
funding system violated the New Hampshire Constitution. State support for public edu-
cation rose from six percent to 22 percent over the last 25 years – after that, the rest has 
been politics.
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